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1.1 INTRODUCFON— —

Peaceis generdly conceived of asequivalent to the absence of manifest violence. In the
Explanatory Phonographic Pronouncing Dictionary of the English Language (1850), peace

isdefined as alist of synonymswhichinclude" respitefrom war™, " quite from suits and
disorders”, *'rest from any commotion™, **freedom from terror*, **sllence’, ** suppress onsof
thoughts™ etc. Mogt of these are definitionsby exclusionand peace here has been defined
by the absence of " non-peace” . Juergen Dedring spines that the traditional assumption
regards peace as the counterpart to the state of war and hence peace is defined as
"absenced war'. Accordingto LinusPauling, theeditor-in-chief of Worid Encyclopaedia
of Peace (1986), ""As history progress, peaksof joys and troughs of pain are experienced
by the human beings populating the system, peace studies are usually concerned more with
the avoidanced thelatter, than with obtaining the former”. Peaceisthuslargdy identified
asalack o conflictof any seriouskind. More often the term** peace-making" is associated

with conflict resolution without the use of violence.
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1.2 PEACETRADITIONS

The conceptsaf peace have been rich in content across variousreligiousand philosophical
traditions. From theearly period of human thinking, there has been aclear understanding
that war is neither a natural phenomenon nor the irreversible will of Gods. A peaceful
world belongs to a society where people can work and live together in harmony and
friendship and the domination of one group over another is a major obstacle to peace.

In Eastern religions, thereis a strong emphasison links between a spiritua lifeand action
for social justice. The Buddhist traditions emphasi sejustice, equity, non-violence, concern
for thewell-beingdf others and compassion among living beings. They asoreflect awell-
ordered state of mind, inner peace and harmony within aculture. Tranquillity in theinner
state of mind and harmoniousinterpersonal relationship contribute to universal peace.

The practiceof non-exploitationof natureexistsin Native American and African tribal
cultures. Peace with the planet represents the need for humansto live in harmony with
nature rather than conquer it. The earth constitutesa web in which humans are part, and
by destroying living and non-living forms of existenceon the planet humansthresten even
their own survival.

Many Western religious traditions have delivered the message of natural goodwill,
unconditional love, wholenessand individual well-being as well ascessation of hostilities.
The passages of the Old Testament of the Bible state that swords shall be beaten into
ploughsharesand their spearsinto pruning hooks. In early Christian social utopia, there
was a strong emphasis on acommunity of love. Greek philosophersconceptualised a
peaceful worldin terms of alack of civil disturbances. These philosophical traditionsare
also linked to unity based on the moral substance of humanity in each person and the
principleof world citizenship. The vision of a world without war was embraced as the
core approach to peacein the Hellenic civilization. In the Roman and Medieval periods,
peaceimplied stablerelationshipamong unitsof society that lead to the control of organised
violence.

In Enlightenment thinking, violence and conflict, seen asthe greatest evilsin history, are
ascribed to a disorderly world. Political philosophers such as John Locke in the 17
century and Jean-Jacques Rousseau in.the 18" century viewed war as unnecessary and
believed that social contracts could prevent violence.

Given their focuson individual autonomy and freedom, ideas in anarchist utopias oppose
government and legal institutions that impose an artificial order. According to the 19*
century Russian thinker Tolstoy and other pacifist anarchists who considered peace as a
cherished human value, the state power apparatusis responsiblefor the organisation of
both oppression and violence. War can be abolished with the elimination of a political
structure attributed to social oppression and exploitation.

With their goal to realise powerful changes in improving human conditions, socialist
movementsin the 19" and early 20" century stipulated that peace could be obtained in
aclassess society. The primary causesof human misery are economic inequality and a
repressive political system associated with socid injustice. Peace hasafimmsocial dimension
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in which equity and consideration of others' well-being are crucial for a harmonious
community life. Peoplefrom different cultural and political traditions would be united by the
achievement of an equal society.

1.3 PEACE AND VIOLENCE

Though the central core of peace studies includes the study of peace as the absence of
violence, there has been disagreement as to what constitutes' peace”” and ""violence". The
major debate has been whether to define peace smply as the absence of war often called
'negative peace' or whether the concept encompasses both the absence of war and the
presence of social and economic justice, often called positive peace. Those who argue
that peace should be defined narrowly, hold that broadening the concept reducesitsclarity.
Those who favour the broader conception, argue that the violent, life-threatening
characteristicsdf variousformsof systematic repression and underdevel opmentapproach
or exceed that of overt warfare. Thetwo individua researchers most often associated with
the poles of this debate are Johan Galtung of Norway who is credited with inventing the
term'Positive Peace' in the mid-1960s and Kenneth Boulding of the United States of
Americawhose"twelvefriendly quarrels” with Galtung include thisone. In practice, however,
thereis more consensusthan this conceptual schism would seem to suggest. Few scholars
would contest the argument that there is a relationship between the absence of war and
the presence of other social values such as justice and freedom. According to Karl
Deutsch, a security community is one in which there are " dependabl e expectations of
peaceful change™ for the foreseeabl efuture.

1.4 FORMS OF VIOLENCE

The concept of peace is more clearly understood in comparison with the concept of
violence. An understanding of different formsdf violencepresentin various socid relations
is, therefore, necessary to understand the concepts of peace. .

1.4.1 Direct and Structural Violence

Direct violenceis the popularly understood meaning of violenceand isreferred toin terms
of physical injuriesand inflictionaof pain such askilling, beating and verbal abuse whether
they happen in war or in inter-personal situations. Direct violenceis personal, visibleand
manifest, whereasviolencein inter-personal relations may be employed as an instrument
for robbery, revenge or honour and states use organised violencefor political purposes.
The capacity for violenceisinstitutionalised in prison systems, concentration camps, military
forces and militia. Nazi Germany killed millionsof European Jews and other ethnic minority
groups. Pol Pot decimated at |east amillion Cambodiansin thelate 1970sto consolidate
hisruleby imposingfear. Genocideis amajor form of direct violencethat isinflicted on
one graup by the other with very little reciprocal violence by the weaker side.

Structural violenceconsistsof inegalitarian and discriminatory practices causing human
misary like poverty, hunger, repression, and socia alienation. Structurd violenceis gpparent

socid systemsmaintained by exploitativemeans. Discrimination resultsin denying people
basic living stapdards like decent edecation, housing and an opportunity to work, The
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gross violation of human rights and dignity preventsthe optimum devel opment of each
human being. The 'lack of an opportunity for salf-fulfilment can be based on race, religion,
gender, economic statusor age. If ayoung female's need for education is not provided
adequately because of gender differences, it constitutesinequitablelife conditions. In many
societies, some peopleare dying from alack of protein or health care while afew enjoy
aluxuriousway of life. Given itsindirect and insidiousnature, structural violencemost often
works dowly in eroding human values and shortening life spans.

Aswar isonly one kind of peaceless condition, the opposite of peaceis more than the
existenceof manifest violence. The absencedf direct violence does not necessarily mean
the satisfaction of conditionsfor maintaining decent kuman life. The concept of structural
violence helps us understand deep causes of coaflict ingrained in political oppressirn and
economicdespair. Given that gross socid injustice can be maintained by personal violence,
structural violenceismoreeasily noticed in asociety that is governed by fear and repression.
When coercive mechanismsare effective, structural violenceis not challenged for along
time. However. prolonging exploitative conditionseventually producesviolent resistance
like liberation movements during the Western colonial dominationin Africaand Asia.

Certain cultural elements like religion, ideology and art that touch upon 'the symbolic
sphere of our existence' can be possible sourcesof direct and structura violencethrough
their value judtificationand legitimisation of their instruments. In religion, thereisasharp
distinction between chosen people and outsiders beyond its accepted boundaries.
Nationdism judtified through Stateideology or ethnicity has been an instrument for promoting .
war. Some categoriesof structural violencesuch as authoritarianism or discriminationbased
on gender and race are typically condoned by cultural norms. A socialisation process
maintains distortion of knowledge and images about other people. As both manifest,and
latent violence have acultura layer, cultural practiceis not strictly separated from the two
main typesof violence. Minimisation af cultural violence goes aong with reduction in
structural and direct violence.

1.4.2 Negative and Positive Peace

Negative peaceis focussed on the absence of manifest violence such as war, which could .
be realised through negotiation or mediation rather than resorting to physical force. It
recommends the use of non-violent means, total disarmament and social and economic
interdependenceto avoid the physical violence and discouragethe use of forcein conflict
situations. In anegative peace approach, preventing war also requires alarge array of
international agreementsand institutions that can support stable relations among nations.
Theideaof improving peace has aso been reflected in many internationa agreementsand
in the mechanismsof collective security included in the League of Nationsand the United
Nations.

Negative peace policies may focus on a present, short or near future time-scale. Dueto
the fact that stability and order can be maintaired by an oppressivesystem, negative peace
is compatiblewith structural violence. In such a situation, absence of physical violencecan
derivefrom deterrencestrategiesto punish enemies. Lasting conditionsof peace are not
synonymous with the preservation of interval sbetween outbreaks of warfare." War can not
be eradicated as long as militarism remains a prevaent value.
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The concept of positive peace, based on a broad understanding of social conditions,
means the removal of structural violence beyond merely the absence of direct violence.
According to Johan Galtung, positive peace would not be obtai ned without the devel opment
of just and equitable conditions associated with the elimination of inegalitarian social
structures. Equality is an essential element of peace because its absence perpetuates
tensionsof al types. All groupsof peopleought to have equitable accessto the economic
benefits of society as well as enjoying social, cultural and political development. For
marginalised groupsof people, equality means overcoming obstaclesrelated to institutional,
cultural, attitudinal and behavioural discrimination. According to Boutros Boutros-Ghalli,
former Secretary General of the UN. the elimination of repression and poverty is an
essential element of peace. Equal opportunities allow people to develop their talents and
skills so that they can participate in various aspects of development.

The comprehensive notion of peace touches upon many issues that influencequality of life,

“including personal growth, freedom, social cquality, economuc equity, solidarity, autonomy
and participation. According to the UN Document No.84 1996, on The United Nations
and the Advancement of WWomen 1945-1996, peace entails, beyond violenceand hostilities
at the national and international levels. "the enjoyment o economic and social justice,
equality and the entire range of human rights and fundamental freedoms within society".
Conditionsfor harmoniousrelationsderive from minimisation of all forms of exploitation.
As the earth is recognised as the object of exj!oitation, positive peaceis also extended
to embrace the notion of respect for nature.

Negative peace thinkers argue that, in considering human nature and the power structure
of theworld, it is unrealistic and thus, meaningless to equate peace with social justice. A
narrow focus on the control of symptoms of violence has a more tangible effect than a
broad-based strugglefor improving the quality of living. During Cold War, peace researchers
like Kenneth Boulding raised concerns that a broadened notion of peace would divert
attention away from the problems of disarmament toward 'a grand, vague study of world
- development'. Thosewho are mainly interestedin the reduction and elimination of warfare
consider justicealess essential requirement for peace. Thus, popular topicsin thisresearch
tradition have been control of violent social behaviour and the armsrace. Priority has been
given toinvestigating various methods relevant to reduction of therisksof war, disarmament,
prevention of accidental war, non-proliferation of nuclear weaponsand negotiated settlement
of internationa conflicts.

Scholarsin the positive peace research tradition, most prominently Johan Galtung, assert
that the structural roots of violent conflict have to be more serioudly studied than particular
casesof avoiding and limiting war or such narrow issues as reduction in particular weapons
systems.: Knowledgefor conditionsto achieve peace hasto explain strategiesto overcome
institutional form of violence. The study of positive peaceidentifiesconditionsthreatening
human survival which includeenvironmental issuesas well as poverty and economicdisparity.
Given that these problems are not likely to be solved in the world's current economic zand
political structure, the analysis of shortcomings of the present system naturally leadsto a
search for policy and institutional changes that can serve human welfare.

In the areas of non-violence, some people are mainly concerned with logisticsand tactical
issuesinvolved in unarmed struggle against enemies without much regard to changesin
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structural conditionsfor oppression. Peace thinkerslike Gene Sharp view non-violent
action as merdly an effective strategic instrument to achieve specific politica objectivesand
score victories with non-lethal means. Other thinkers, such as Geoffrey Ostergaard who
follow the traditionsof Mahatma Gandhi, emphasi se non-violenceas a principle capable
of preventing the origin or existenceof unjust social and economic system. Non-violent
social structurein turn can be acquired by establishing egalitarian social relations.

Though the focus of anti-war movementsduring the Cold War period was to prevent the
worst scenario of having a nuclear war, many peace groups working in the negative peace
traditions, a the sametime, shared the idedl of pacifist communitiesthat a peaceful order
requiressocia justice. If the study of peaceisdesigned for-policy changesand action, its
ultimate goal isto create social conditionsfor the betterment of thelife of all humanity.
Building positive peace should thus be complementary to practicing negative peace.
Preventing the use of physical, manifest violenceis more successful under certain social
structural conditions. Thereis no need for the use of violenceif thereisjusticein society.
Ingtitutionsof war are based on domination, and they play an important role in maintaining
the culture of violence. In that sense, peace is synonymous with the elimination of the
ingtitution of war.

1.5 CONFLICT ANALYSIS AND CONFLICT
MANAGEMENT

Conflict emergesfrom the pursuit of incompatiblegoas which can intensify struggle between
opposing forces, especially in the absence o collaborative problem solving mechanisms. In
conflict Situations, resources are mobilised to force the other party to change their behaviour
according to one's own wishes. Mismanaged conflict turnsinto violence causing mass
destruction.

Peace, as dready mentioned, does not necessarily mean absence or suppression of conflict.
Rather peace theorists accept conflict as a normal part of human life and international
relations. Thegoa o peace anaystsisto determine how to manage and resolve conflict
in ways tha reducethe possibility or thelevel o violence without diminishingother values
such asjustice or freedom.

1.5.1 Structural Conditions

Many lasting internal and international conflicts have their rootsin structural injustice.
Serious conflict is embedded in an inequitable social and economic system, reflecting
prolonged expl oitation supported by coercion. Thedestruction d culturd identities, political
autonomy and economic sustainability for the weak has been associated with the imposition
of dominant power situations. Thiswasreflected in therule of European empiresin many
coloniesin Africaand Asiawith their superior military power in the past centuries.

Due to their different power status, partiés have opposing interests in maintaining the
system. Those in a disadvantaged position demand a new set of relationships when they
begin to perceivethe situation as unjust and exploitative. However, until someform of
seriouschallengesis made either violently or non-violently, those benefiting from the status

L6



guo havelittleincentivefor taking theissues raised by the underprivileged serioudy. While
reform may be proposed to meet some of the concerns, conflict can also be suppressed
by the use of physical violence, consequently reinforcing one party's will over another.
Maintenanced coerciveinstrumentsislegitimised by the state by citing or even manipulating
publicfear of disorder. Threatsof punishment and adversarial institutionsbecome major
characteristics of an elite-controlled society, “suppressing the collective identities of
marginalised peoples who attempt to pursue self-esteem and autonomy. Hegemony is
maintained by ingtitutionalisationof power relationsand maintaining values which serve the
interestsof elites.

Restlessnessin modem society arisesout of variousformsaf alienation derived from social
control in everyday life. The absenceof legitimised structures and policies, along with
increasing inequalitiesof incomeand opportunity, servesas the primary sourceof conflict.
Once basic assumptionsabout the traditional concepts of law and order as the common
good are questioned, the right of the government to rule and to expect obedienceisitsalf
a theroot of the conflict.

1.5.2 Traditional Management Strategies

In the traditiond managementof conflict, ajudicid system and the wider public adminigtration
system are mostly concerned with the preservation of the status-quo and the maintenance
of existingingtitutions. Becausethosein power tend tointerpret chalengesto their authority
in termsof enforcement of order, conflict managementis largely seen in termsof social
control designed to minimise the challengeto the core values of the system. Effortsare
made to frame conflict behaviour within the recognised sets of rulesof social order. The
existence of underlying conflicts can even be effectively denied for legitimising power
inequdity.

Conflict management in atraditional setting helpsreinforcecoercive policy by conforming
to dominant social norms. In politically oppressive societies, demandsfor autonomy are
answered by coerciveresponsesrather than negotiation of new relationships. The legitimacy
of the existing order is eventually challenged by the refusal to accommodate alienated
communities where participation is denied because of social categories. In thelong run,
deterrent strategiesrelying on threats and punishment have limited vaue in maintaining
socia control with resistance triggered by the repression of aspirationsfor cultural identity,
security, and recognition:

1.5.3 Dispute Settlement and Conflict Resolution

Dispute settlement approachesare based on legal mechanismsand conventiona negotiation
to settle disputes by finding compromise solutions. By sorting out difference within an
existing system, dispute settlement contributesto the stability of society with the confirmation
of legitimaterolesof accepted norms, vaues, and ingtitutionsin everyday life.

Dispute settlement mechanisms could not be applied effectively to the resolytion of value
and identity conflict.Itisentirely possible to-resolve anincompatibility without touching the
actors and their relations. Compromisecan be accomplisned without regard to examining
the conflict formation process itself. The actors continue to remain with their structure

basicaly untouched.
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In contrast to dispute settlement that.focuseson.  ..ng suspicion and distrust between
adversaries, conflict resolution goes through afar more complex process. In adversarial
bargaining, conflict is often considered by antagonistsas a zero-sumsituationin which the
gain of theoneisthelossaf the other. Collaborative problem solving approaches can be
adopted to find a solution that benefits both parties.

Analysing the roots of problems reveals complex behavioural relationships. Discovering
the substantivematters beneath underlyingissuescan be an initial step towardscollaborative
problem solving. Conflict resolution prevents the recurrence of future conflict by evolving
satisfying conditions to be acceptable to al parties.

1.5.4 Conflict Transformation and Peace Building

For aconstructive transformation of conflicts, it i snecessary to identify and consolidate
support structures that tegd to strengthen peace. Positive opportunities can be enhanced
through the awareness o? mutual dependence on one another. Changing psychological
dimensionsaf adversarial relationship supported by the opportunitiesto understand different
views is undoubtedly an inevitable part of the movement toward conflict de-escalation. .
Moreover, efforts to end hostile, competitive and coercive processes would befruitlessif
.one party's domination continues to be allowed. Newly forged relationships have to be
supported by structural transformation of social conditions.

In atransformative framework, identity and power relations continue' to be re-negotiated
in an on-going process of resolving conflict. Dynamics of conflict are not likely to be
transformed toward resolution by an attempt to protect existing interests. Re-establishing
astatus quo would not dramatically changeconflict relations. In transformativeperspectives,
roles and relationship5 have to be redesigned in the process of re-structuring the patterns
of transactions and interactions. .

Resolving conflict in transformative perspectives has to be geared toward helping the
underprivileged break out of the discriminatory social roles assigned to them within the .
status quo. The existence of injusticein asymmetric conflict structures requires strategies
to deal with power imbalanced situations. Socia change for promoting justice, by which
conditionsfor decent human life can be established, is the most appropriate means for
peace building.

Thus. peace building is largely equated with the construction of anew socia environment
that uh ances a sense of confidence and improves conditions of life. Leaving an abusive
and dependent relationship intact isincompatible with peace building. Conflict transformation
<an underscorethe goal of peace building through empowering a marginalised population
exposed to extreme vulnerability in such away to achieve self-sufficiency and well-being.
The successful outcome of conflict transformation therefore contributes to eliminating
structural violence.

1.6 SOME APPROACHES TO THE STUDY OF PEACE

The study of arms control and the management and prevention of violent conflict has
remained the muost traditional area of' peace studies. Peace education at its beginning,




focussed on arms race, disarmament and deadly conflict and war. However, in the past
few decades. peace studies have become more directly connected to the activities of many
ordinary people who want to change the world. Peace studies today are inclusive of a vast
range of approaches and experiments. Many innovative ways of thinking have been
developed out of ordinary citizen's endeavours to make the world become amore peaceful
place.

1.6.1 Feminist Approach

The occurrence of both inanifest and latent violence against women has emerged as an
important concern of peace studies in the last three decades. Images of women have been
historically associated with pacifism. Femininevaluesdf caring, compassionand nurturing
have enriched the conceptions of peace. Moreover, the application of feminine values to
the radical transformation of an oppressive social order serves as an important principle
in the struggle for achieving peace. .

Violence against Women

While both women and men arevictimsof sexism, racism. human rightsabuse, and poverty,
there are particular types of violence that afflict women more than men, Family violence
and sexual and emotional abuse of women are major concernsin many parts of the world.
Direct violence against women includes rape and unorganised random physical abuse as
well as attacks on women in organised war. It wasadmitted by the Japanese government
in 1992 that during World War 11, the Japanese Army forced young women from Korea,
the Philippines, and other placesin Asiato serve Japanese soldiers as so called ‘comfort
women'. The rape and deliberate impregnating of thousands of women. namely Muslims
in Bosnia-Herzegovina, was a form of ethnic cleansing conducted by Serb nationalists. In
many other countries having anti-government insurgencies, like Peru, Columbia, and other
places, there have been reports of assault on women by the security forces. Yet, most
governments failed to condemn or punish those who committed rape and killings.

Sincetimeimmemorial, structura violence has severdly affected women in many impoverished
countries. Among the poorest of the poor are young widows and elderly individuals with
little capacity to manage household economies. The high level of poverty aswell as harsh
working conditions have put a particularly heavy burden on female headsdf household who
do not have adult males to help them. Even in contemporary times, young women provide
ahard working labour force for multinational corporationsbut are paid low wages. Women
in certain regions of the world form the magjority of subsistence farmers. In particular,
women in-Africa produce 80 per cent o thefood. However, the introduction of a market
oriented economic system deprives women's income by ussigning iow monetary value to
thelr economic metivities,

Gender Identities and Values

Individuals born into the biological categories of male or female are assigned to the
stereotyped social categoriesof men and women through the acquisition of locally-defined.
attributes o masculinity amd femininity. Thus, gender hasalot to do with the social behaviours
and characteristics.



The constructionof masculine and feminine categoriesis linked to power relationsarising
from the practice of attachingmeaning to gender identities. Emotion, body and nature have
been historically associated with the identity of female gender. It has been regarded as
inferior to the male gender identity characterised by reason and mind. Men are supposed
to kill and die on behaf of the state to prove their manhood while women have to be
properly subservient to satisfy the demand of military comprised largely of men.

Competitive, organisationa and exclusive masculinevauessupport amode of hierarchical
human relationships. These values are often reflected in the bureaucracies of states,
churches, corporations, political parties, and the military. State building is a masculine
project that encourages a willingness to engage in violence. Men, considered as an
aggressive hiological class, are given licensefor engaging in wars and are motivated to
fight. The arms race and other national security priorities are the main factorsin the
subordination of the women. Socia welfareis traded for military spending and it further -
exacerbatesfemal e poverty.

Growing entry and successof women in politics and other institutional arenas have been
enhanced by women's adoption of masculine values as a strategy to be accepted for an
authority role. Asthe primeminister of Britain, Margret Thatcher undermined than advanced
social services for women and children. Several prominent women at the highest
governmentd decision making positions do not remain as peacemakers, but as war-heroines.
GoldaMeir won the Six Day War against the Arabs, Indira Gandhi did not flinch from
waging awar with Pakistan, and Margret Thatcher sent military forces to re-occupy the
Falkland |dandsin thedigpute with Argentina. The masculanisationof women is an attempt
to prove that women can perform most tasks reserved for men. This supportsthe small
masculine elite groups who control institutionsand conduct state affairs. But this disables
their and society's ability to question the standards and the systems that have long despised
femininevaues

Recently, professional military careers have become one of the new frontiers open to
women. Especialy in the United Statesof America. women have been joining the armed
servicesin unprecedented numbers. They proved an indispensablepart of the recent US
military operationsin variouswars. Mgor feminist organisationsin the USA have supported
the move for women to be eligible for combat on the grounds of professional equal
opportunity. They believethat portraying them as natural peacemakers perpetuateswomen's
subordination. Thus, in order to changetheir pacifist image, they should participatein the
armed forces and this key arenadf control and power should not be left in the hands of
men.

However, the opponentsd agreater rolefor women in the military remind us that women
have been victims of militarism. State militariesare vrganised to maintain the system of
inequdity. Ironicaly thus, women aremorelikdly to be tiansformed by militarization. Feminist
goalscan be better achieved through non-violent practices.

Shared Goals of Peace and Feminism

Their vulnerability to the structure of violence and deprivation places women in a better
position than men to appreciate the value of peace. They have played therole of nurturers, .
mothers and natural peacemakersthroughout most of the history of human civilization.
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Feminist thinkers find alogical linkage between feminism pacifism and socialism. By
challenging the inevitability of dominant social order and war, the feminine notion of peace
elegantly exposes the hierarchical nature of our society. Domination and violence are
caused by a hierarchical system such as military institutions that depend on superior and
inferior relationshipsbetween certain members. Theelimination of violencein both private
and public spheresis essentia to achieving peace. The goa of theliberation of women
from violence can be promoted by disarmament and the campaign against war. .

Feminist conceptions of peace are extended to the conditions of social justice, economic
equity, and ecological balance. Equity and democracy have to be transformational values
for forthcoming socia changes. Equal relationsbetween men and women can serve as the
foundation for equality among al peoples and an end to racism and ecological destruction.
The struggle against all types of violenceis supported by promotion of women'srightsso,
asto attain an equal distribution of resources and the right to express oneself freely.

Women's access to land, employment and other resources is an indicator to measure the
welfare of a society. Poverty and underdevelopment cannot be overcome in a social
structure that generatesinequality and violence. In trying to ater power relations, women
redefine their roles against their oppressorsand raise consciousnessof their identity. Social
justice and devel opment require the full participation of women.

Reconceptualisation of Security

National security, defined as the defence of sovereignty is built into the constructions of
masculinity. National security reflects the impulse that produces the military dominant
structures of organised violence controlled by the state. The history of nuclear weapons
development is an excellent exampleof afew men exercising power over many. The atomic
bomb project isripe with the images of masculine power and destruction. The public under
the influence of patriarchal military culture generally accepts the arms race and other
national security priorities. In the name of national security, governments are allowed to
manufacture and mismanage weapons without public knowledge as exemplifiedin testing
niiclear weapons on human populations.

Feminist values broaden the concept of security by includinginit all peoplesand dl nations
based on anotion of kinship extended to the entire human family. Secondly, the conceptual
framework aimsto embrace a broad, holistic definition that advocatesthe protection of life
and enhancement of the quality of life. Thirdly, in the feminist view, an adversarial state-
centric security system negatively affectsthe conditionsfor protecting the most fundamental
roots of survival embodied in health and a decent quality of life. The military-dependent
present world security systemitself is seen asamajor threat to humanity. The high cost
of military spending putsa strain on meeting socia and economicneeds. Feminist security
agenda seeks protection from organised state violence and thefulfilment of fundamental
needs of human harmony.

1.6.2 The Political Economy Approach

The Political Economy apprcach draws attention to the political and economic structures
of theinternational system, which create conditionsfor inequitable distribution of wealth
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among and within nations. The structural domination of capitalism leads to the exploitation
of theimpoverished by the rich. The inability of the existing structures to accommodate the
demand for improvement 11 material well-being generates divisivons i sociely  The polmcal
economy approach examines th iature of the mowdern political economy and it4 implications
for socia and internationai conflict.

Economic Disparities

The world is divided by incoime gaps between the rich and the poor. The share of the
income for the richest 20 per cent o the wurld population expanded froim 70 per cent to
85 per cent between 1960 and 1991. Saire 1 3 billion people on the earth have incomes
of lessthan US'$ 150 per vapina ayear. Rich industrial countries have less than a quarter
of the world's population but vensume over three quarters of the goods produced in the
world. However. the need fiwr food =nd other basic economic necessities has ot heen met
in many parts of the world. The mumb=r oo people suitering from nutritional dejrivaion has
steadily increased. ln many poor countries. the populations also have a high fewvel i,
illiteracy and lack a proper level of education. These miserable life conditions are attriaited
to the failure of economic systems.

Free Market Economy and Class Relations

To produce opportunities for the marginalized, an equitable global economic order is
essential. However, there have been arguments about the means for narrowing gaps between
the poor and the rich.

In the classic economic liberalism, a unsversally valid rule is that the good d all could only
be achieved by self-regarding individualism and the pursuit of wealth. Market exchange
issupposed to satisfy the self-iniwivsts of iidividuals while providing amedium for benefiting
al. Therole of governmen: is 1 nurture a political enviroiment for promoting afree
market society and to protect the rights of privane propers With the control of market
values over economic activities. there 1= no cancern aboit caplmtaten, s often ignored
that open competition favours those Who set up the rules oud heve the ability to influence
the system. Moral dimensions are nest prouviacet!s ctaecn dan the social calealus of
capitalist society.

In Marxist interpretation, copstit ¢+ s free marke! mechanism s not just a wars
of organising an economy bui 12 18 der 1t o controls state, culiul and religious
institutions to reinforc = i <P rie evonoitae o siieon Marxism analySes sl s e
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needed to make int cstrnicnt in priwtis e By payving less t0 workers 10 they deserve,
the capitalist class takes the surplus value created by Laboun, The causes w ' dits ing Torces
of conflict are incqusality in sow gty aend vk pee 15 e mondestatien of the 54 wple bhetween
these classes. Clas= antagumisi can be resalved thiough the wohieveman s of un equal
society that does not have an explottanive e cnsniie relationship Since indi sl actions
would beineftective in fighting azainst a vuling vlss. baililie, wbadarity among the masses
isimportant. The proletariat ix recogniscd s 1he st et al ssnciul foree i the siruggle
for achieving a classless and liarraoa s seciem.



International Capitalism and War

The relationship between economic growth and international conflict has been explained by
the necessity of industrial states to look for foreign markets and raw materials that arc
crucial for continuing prosperity by liberal thinkers themselves. John Hobson, the 14"
century libera Britisheconomist concludedthat the saturation of domestic economic activities
produces pressuresfor expansionist policiesin capitalism’s defence. Theimperative tofind
markets for surplus goods arising from uncontrolled capitalis: production and the necessity
to compete for increased productivity result in imperialism. From this perspective,
competition between colonial powersin pursuit of foreign markets and raw materialsis a
driving force behind intemational conflict.

Marxist-Leninist thinkers also attribute imperialism to the economic structure of capitalist
dates Thecrisisof low domestic consumption that inevitably arisesfrominiquitouseconomic
relations compel s these states to seek external marketsfor surplus products and investment
of capital: Accordingto Lenin, an external outlet for surplus goods and financial investments
is‘needed for the survival of capitalism. Imperialismis thus an Inevitable outcome of the

. expansion of capitalism on aglobal scale. With therise of international capitalism. the
contradictions inherent in capitalism, particularly, the concentration of wealth in the hands
of afew reproducesitself on aglobal scale resulting in international economic inequalities
and the enrichment of one state at the expense of another. According to Lenin. war will
be ended in aclassless society to be created by world revolution.

Econom ¢ Integration and Globalisation

Oneof the most distinctive characteristics of the last two decades is a trend toward global
economic integration. The internationalisation of capitalism, creation of new political
alignments, transformation of socia vaues, and the accelerationof scientificand technological
advances have felicitated this process. The promotion of free market economy at bath the
national and international levels through privatisation and liberalisation programmes has
accelerated the global economic integration. Thus, global economic integration pui= a
further premiumon the perpetuationaf capitalism-orientedsoci o-economicdisparities globaly.

Economic globalisation reduces the role of states to adjusting national pelicies to the
dynamics of an unregulated global economy. The state mainly remains to «ntorce legal and
political framework for afree markci mechanism. Industrialised states have supported
private enterprises by enforcing contracts and using an instrument of political leverage to
impose market rules world-wide. On the other hand, the vulnerable clesmme-its of society
have been further marginalised by the privatisation of many public veoaom, functions

Distribution has not been a major concern in the process of ecuono: «inbilisuamm based
on afree market system.

Globalisation has produced hoth prosperous and marzimalised ooz scetors o M
technology sectors, capable of producing agreat vimc: .1 e v prodoets, Labled
core work forces have secure employment with exceli xri ravy on Heow o o prmdisions|
economic sectors hire many unskilled, low-paid Tshar irres jocated in @ mulin i

production wnits spread across the globe. Poosi womcn and children are wi Lo
multinational corporations whose production facilitics moved 1o the Trird Wk v o



minimum wage requirements and other laboilr standards in their home countries. The
comparative advantage of cheap labour isfound in the most aggressive and repressive
states such as China, Maaysia and other newly industriaiised countries that are leading
exportersof consumer goods sold in North Americaand Europe. In these countries, |abour
disciplineistightly enforced, with severelimitation on workers rights, to maintain political
stability and support capital accumulation.

SocialTransition

Many poor countriesin the world today areformer European colonies and shareexperiences
o yearsof exploitation and frustration with the dominant structure of international political
economy. |n bringing about modem transformation, capitalism as a dominant institutional
nexus has destroyed indigenous economies. In the Third World, traditionsof self-sufficient
economies have been pushed aside, local exchange relationshipsdissolved and collective
forms of ownership broken-up. The spread of marketsinto thedomain of traditional life
increased the number of householdslosing control over subsistence meansin the process
of being integratedinto new economicrelations. Commodity production pushesimpoverished
peasants, pastuarlists, and women to unproductive land.

Global economic expansion created conditionsof social segregation and fragmentation
within countries. Economic decisionsaredisentangledfrom family, gender and socid relations
aswell ascultural traditions. Theincorporationintoa cash economy leadsto the devaluation
o traditiona productiveactivitiesdf women. Thecosts of economic marginalisation include
socia polarisationand destructionof internal linkages.

1.6.3 The Environmental Approach

The environmenta approach to the study of peace pointsout that the unbalanced relationship
of humans to bio-environmental system isa source of threat to human survival. Human
beings have a unique capacity to damage the planet that supportslife—support systems of
all species. Hr mdone to the earth and its envel oping environment forms an important area
of investigating the conditions of peace. Growing attention has also been paid to the
scarcity of environmental resources as asource of violent conflict.

The global environmental degradation has led to the deteriorating quality of lifein many
partsof the planet. Greenhouse effects, river and ocean pollution, deforestation and distortion
o biodiversity arerelated to theexpansion of human activitieswhich thresten life-supporting
ecosystems. Global warming associated with the greenhouse effect is caused by an
accumulation of carbon dioxide, methane and nitrogen in atmosphere. This results mainly
from the burning of fossil fuelsby automobilesand industry. It isincreased by the destruction
of world's foreststhat have the capacity to naturally remove carbon from the atmosphere.
Gases such as chlorofluorocarbons (€FCs) used as coolants in refrigerators, solventsin
industry and propellants in aerosol sprays contribute to the destruction of stratospheric
ozone, resulting in theincreased levels of harmful solar rays. The ozone layer above the
Antarctic has becomethin and hasalarger hole. Theimpact of deforestation, desertification,
.pollution,overfishing, and overgrazing on the ecosystemthreatens our planetary biodiversity.
Thelossof forestsdirectly affectsthe world's biological diversity, causing massextinction
of huge numbers of plants and animals. The scarcity and misuse of fresh water pose
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another serious threat to human health, welfare, food security and the entire ecosystém.
Today, about one-fourth of world's population lacksclear and safe water. Toxic chemicals
and waste as well as atmospheric pollution have amaor impact on the quality of water,
as do agricultural use and deforestation.

Therapid increasein population, especialy in the Third World countries outstripseconomic
growth, deterioratesliving standards, and resultsin severe environmental degradation.
Hundreds of millions of poor peopleareforced to overgrazeland and plunder forests. The
carrying capacity of land, that is, the number of people an area can support without
compromisingitsability to do so in future, has been rapidly deterioratingin theThird World
countries. The planet is gradually moving towards overloading the carrying capacity with
arapid growing population. Present consumption and production seriously hamper the
long-term ability to support the regions' resource base for future generations.

The movement of water and air does not differentiate between national borders. Often the
irresponsible use o these common resources has created damage to the environment that
belongs to others. For example, Scandinavian forests and lakes suffer from acid rain
caused by industrial pollutionin other parts of Europe.

Uuregulated resources tend to become over-utilised, and it leads to the destruction of
conditions for sustainable management. If community members pursue their own self-
interest in seeking to maximise advantage, soon nothing will be left. The unregulated
hunting of whalesin the oceans until recently hasled them to virtual extinction. Accessto
‘commons, that is, commonly shared resources like the oceans and the outer space, have
to be regulated to put alimit on private greed to protect the common good.

Resource Scarcity and Conflict

Competitionfor limited or inequitably distributed resources may lead to violent conflicts.
Threats to subsistent life caused by resource scarcity increase the probability of social
unrest and war. The peasant majority is pushed to the most ecologically vulnerableland
while the top two per cent of the total population controls more than 60 per cent of land
in Brazil. In many regions of the world where resources are not able to support the
population, effortsto assert or prevent control over fertile cropland, forests and water
create conditionsfor intra-state and inter-stateconflict. The water conflict between Israglis
and Arabsisrelated to the use of theriver Jordan and is part of the larger context of the
conflict.

Deteriorating resource bases coupled with rapidly growing popul ation producesa volatile
social situation for group conflict. Population dislocation can be caused by such
environmental changes as deforestation, desertification, drought, soil- erosion and floods.
In Africa, for instance. desertification has been a driving force behind the movement of
ecol ogical refugees across nationa borders. The population influx exceeding the capacity
of the host environment contributes to group competition along with unequal access to
scarce resources.

Intense group identitiesarefelt with therisinglevel of grievance. The weak state capacity
to handleeconomic problemsdeepens fragmentati on between groups. Increasesin demands
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of various groups put pressureon financial resources of the government. Failure or incapacity
of the government to respond to demands from inarginalised groups lends support to
insurgenciesthat challenge the legitimacy of the state.

Environmental Security

In recent years. 'mitigating the social and political impacts of environmental scarcity .of
resources has become an important national security concern. However, adding an
ent tronmental pillar to a national security agenda does not imply that policymakers have
abandoned the'traditional notions of security based on the use of force, if necessary, to
preserve vital interests.

While the conventional concept of security has exclusive concerns for the national level,
secunty for the planet depends on the structureof the whole system. Peace on earth cannot
he realised without ecological balance. Any attachment to the nation-state and the
conventional doctrine of security presenis an obstacle to sustainable management of the
ent ironment. In fact. the environment was brutalised by such violent tacticsof warfareas
scomcticd earth campaigns and weapons-testing programmes. Both the consumption-oriented

weaiih of the indusinabised world and the poverty of the developing world are leading to
e ronmental Jdestruction The destres ed environment. in turn, can ruin prospects for the
future developraem of e 2u l and poor dike leaving aside the prospect of global equality.

The protection of thelocal as well as globa environment must beintegral to the development
process throughout our increasingly interdependent world. Sustainability cannot be achieved
in one country. since ecological problems do not recognise any borders. Sustainable
development becomes a goal, not just for the developing nations, but for industrial ones
aswell

1.7 SUMMARY

e e e e e e ——

We have examined the nature and context of peacc und conflict by [acusing on the two
dominant conception of peace and conflict and three dominant approaches to the study of
peace: the feminist, the political economy and the environmental approaches. Aswe saw,
in the negative conception of peace, peace is the absence of direct violence (physical,
verbal. and psychological) between indi+ iduals. groups. and governments. In the positive
conception of peace, peace is more thu the ah=ence of violence: it is the presence of
social justice through equal opportunity, asair distribution of power and resources, equal
protection and impartial enforcement of law. Thus. while the negative conception of addresses
the immediate symptoms. conditions of war and the use and effects of force and weapons
pence. positive peacc involves the elimination of the root causes of war, vidlence, and
mjustice. It al'so involvesconsciousefiorts to build a society reflecting these commitments.

Accordingly. the efforts of the adherents of these conceptions of peace to achieve peace
differ. The former focus their etforts on managing interpersonal and organisational conflict
in order to control. contain, and reduce actual and potential violence. In the international
arena, they seek to reduce the incidence of war or prevent war through arms control and
disarmament measures. Adherents of positive peace focus their efforts on establishing
peacc through world order by supperting international law. comphance with multilateral
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treaties, use of international courts, and non-violent resolution of disputes. participation in
international organisations. trade, and communication. They also emphasise on establishing
social equality and justice, economic equity, ecol ogical balance and eliminate indirect violence
by meeting basic human needs.

The umt al=o examined the Feminist, political economy and environmmcntal appioaches to the
study of peace While the three appreaches chesen fur discissaon difter i their emphasis

on core concepts and concermns. they al assume the intercowmn teduess of Wl {ife and
therefore can be categorised a= aternative models ol paritive peave.
]

1.8 EXERCISES

1) Bringout thedistinction between direct and structural violencewith suitable examples.

21 Explain the concept of positive peace with particular reference to the course of Lotion
suggested to achieve peace.

3) Critically examinethetraditional cunlict management strategics
4) Criticaly analyse theman leature- of feminist approach to peace

5) What are themain sourcesd contlict from the point of the ey ironmental approa 1 to
peace'?



